
SYLLABUS: TRIGONOMETRY MATH 1720

SPRING 2020

Instructor: Associate Professor Dr. David J. Grynkiewicz

Office: Dunn Hall 367

Office Hours: MWF 10:15 – 11:15, and by appointment

Webpage: www.diambri.org/Trig

University of Memphis Email: djgrynkw@. . .

Location: Dunn Hall 129 MWF 09:10 – 10:05 Final Exam: Friday 05/01/2020, 10:30 – 12:30

Abstract. This is a first course in Trigonometry introduced via the unit circle. A strong college algebra

background is required (MATH 1710 or equivalent), and a weakness in algebraic background is one of

the more common reasons leading to failure in the course. Students with a weak algebraic background

are advised to review/retake the material from College Algebra before beginning this course. We aim

to cover Chapters 2–4 in our textbook. If time permits, additional material will be covered. Limited

amounts of section specific Algebra review will also be covered.

Course Material.

• A basic (non-graphing) scientific calculator is needed for this course.

• Textbook: Trigonometry: A Unit Circle Approach 11th Edition by Sullivan (w/MyLab Access)

ISBN-13: 9780135240786. IMPORTANT: When purchasing the textbook, be sure it includes the

MyLab Access Codes (see below).

MyLab. This course will use Pearson MyLab for Homework. This is an online, automated grading

system for which you must register. It can be accessed either directly from the pearson MyLab webpage

or via your MyMemphis Portal.

• PowerPoint Instructions for how to register and log in to MyLab may be found at our course

webpage (see above).

• You will need to purchase an access code. This comes either with your textbook, or can be

purchased directly with a credit card when registering online at the Pearson website. Both

options include an electronic e-version of the textbook.

• A Pearson representative will be at the bookstore Wednesday 1/29 from 10 am to 2pm to assist

in registration.

• Course ID: grynkiewcz14714, Course Title: Math 1720 - 001, Trigonometry

• You are required to be registered in MyLab by 01/29/2020 (unless transferring into the course

later in the semester).

• If, for some reason, you are unable to obtain the textbook/access codes within the first week,

there is an option when registering at the Pearson website to use a 14 day free trial version.

However, you will still need to obtain a permanent access code later.
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• MyLab is prone to technical problems. Be sure to use a fully updated web-browser with the

settings adjusted properly (e.g., pop up windows should be enabled). If one browser does not

work, try another. Instructions for adjusting your web browser are available at our course website

(see above). If you experience problems with the Pearson interface, please contact Pearson directly

for assistance. If they are unable to help you, you can email me with a screen shot of the issue.

Grades. Your final grade depends on a combination of your Homework Average (12.5%), Your Test

Average (37.5%), and the Final Exam (50%). Keep the following in mind:

• There will be 3 mid-semester tests.

• Your lowest two homework scores will be dropped when computing your homework average.

• Your lowest test score will be replaced by your homework average if this increases your grade. In

this more common case, your homework average will be worth 25% of your grade.

• There is no extra credit.

• Tests and the final will be challenging, but are open book/open notes, requiring a calculator.

• All tests and the final will be weighted to adjust for difficulty (this will only improve your score).

• The grade listed in MyLab is WRONG. It does not account for the grade boosting modifications

mentioned above and may not count incompleted homeworks as 0s until the end of the semester.

Homework.

• Be sure to check MyMathLab regularly. Homework assignments will usually be posted once a

week with their due dates there and also announced in class.

• Do NOT wait until the last minute to complete a homework assignment. Assignments are lengthy

and Pearson can crash, particularly if overwhelmed with students all trying to complete the

assignment at once. I consider all assignments to be officially due one hour BEFORE the time

listed in MyMathLab.

• IMPORTANT: Look at the due date and due TIME of an assignment very carefully. Assignments

due after midnight post with a due-date that corresponds to the following morning, e.g., an

assignment due at 2am on 2/17/2019 is actually due late at night on 2/16/2019.

Seeking Additional Help.

• The university offers FREE tutoring (MLC: Dunn Hall 341) during the daytime. You can ask

questions and print graded assignments to ask for help understanding the material and what you

got wrong and why, and what you should have done instead.

Testing. In-class tests will adhere to the Department of Mathematics standards. No cell phones, com-

puters or watches are allowed during testing. Cell phones must be turned off and stowed out of reach

during a test. Having a cell phone within reach is grounds for automatic failure on the test. Other forms

of cheating will be treated similarly.


